
VARINA VOICE 

Monthly Calendar 

Jan 2  -  Return to School 

Jan 11 - PTA Board     
    Meeting  

Jan. 11  -  Rolfe & Elko 
Middle Visit for 5th 
Grade 

Jan. 15   -  Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day  -  School 
Closed;  Lights of Hope 
Celebration 

Jan. 19  - PTA After-
school Magic Show and 
Papa Johns Spirit Night 

Jan. 22 - 26  The Great 
Kindness Challenge 

Jan. 23 - Robert Jospe 
Music Assembly 1:00 pm 

Jan. 23 - Feb. 9 Semester 
Benchmark Tests 

Jan. 26  -  End of 2nd      
     Quarter 

Jan. 29 - School Closed! 

 

Principal’s Message: 

 Happy New Year!  I hope you and your family had an enjoyable   

holiday break.  I am very excited to return back to school and continue 

our focus on reading and other academics.    

 This month we have some important events coming up.  Starting 

this month we will be talking with 5th graders about course selections 

for middle school.  Parents will be receiving information concerning 

middle school course selection.  Also, Elko Middle and John Rolfe  

Middle will be meeting with 5th grade students to discuss the transition 

to middle school.   

 We are excited for Ethan Bragg, our school representative to       

participate in the Martin Luther King Jr. Lights of Hope Celebration on 

January 15 to recognize his service to the community.   

 At the end of the month we have our semester benchmarks in   

reading, math, social studies, and science.  We use these tests to 

check for student mastery of the curriculum.  I have included the      

testing schedule for each grade level in this edition of the Varina Voice.   

 During the week of January 22 through January 26 we will have the 

Great Kindness Challenge.  Our focus for the week will be to have the 

whole school practice kindness with fun activities and an awareness of 

how we support each other.  More information will be coming home 

soon.   

 With this extremely cold weather it is important for students to come 

to school prepared with warm clothing.  I have shared our policy for 

outside recess.  Please make sure your child has a warm jacket, a hat, 

and gloves if appropriate when coming to school.    

Let’s hope for some warmer weather and I look forward  to working   

together so we can help our students achieve their highest potential.   

Mark Tyler, Principal 

Reading Is Our Superpower!  January 2018 



Varina Events 

Contacting Us If you have a question, concern, or just want to share something wonderful about your 

child or an experience at Varina Elementary, please contact your child’s teacher first.  If you still have a 

question or concern, please feel free to contact one of us.  Our contact information is below. 

Mr. Mark Tyler, Principal              E-mail—mhtyler@henrico.k12.va.us   (804) 795-7010 

Mrs. Brooke Thompson, Associate Principal    E-mail  - bcthompson@henrico.k12.va.us (804) 795-7010 

Mrs. Amy Johnson, School Counselor         E-mail  -  acjohnson2@henrico.k12.va.us or access her at  
                        her blog  -  http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/acjohnson2/  

Semester Benchmark Assessment Schedule 

Starting January 23 through February 9 students are tested on the curriculum covered for the first semester in 

reading, math, science (5th grade only), and Virginia Studies (4th grade only).  The data collected from these 

assessments are used to determine what our students understand from the taught curriculum and guide a re-

mediation and instructional lessons.   

Please have a conversation with your child to share the importance of doing his or her best on these assess-

ments.  If you have any questions about the assessments, please contact your child’s teacher.   

January 22     5th grade reading part 1    February 1    5th grade math part 1 

January 23    5th grade reading part 2    February 2    5th grade math part 2 

January 24    4th grade reading part 1    February 5    4th grade math part 1 

January 25     4th grade reading part 2       February 6    4th grade math part 2 

January 26     5th grade science       February 7    3rd grade math part 1 

January 30     3rd grade reading part 1    February 8   3rd grade math part 2 

January 31     3rd grade reading part 2    February 9    4th grade Virginia Studies  

Yearbooks Are Now On Sale! 

Yearbooks are now on sale for $15.00 starting January 2, 2018.   We are super excited 

about this year’s yearbook, so don’t wait.  If you are interested, you may purchase ad 

space in the yearbook.  Order forms were sent home the week of January 2 with your 

child.  If you have any questions, please contact Alicia Atkins at Vari-

na.mehfoudpta@gmail.com.  Our students are creating memories that will last a lifetime.  

Make sure you have something to remember it by.   

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/acjohnson2/


Welcome back!!  I hope everyone had a joyous winter break filled with all things good! 

For the month of January, we have lots of great things planned in School Counseling.  

Classroom lessons will focus on the character trait of the month--self-

control.  This is a great trait to focus on since we are dedicated to 

setting (and reaching) our goals for the New Year.   

On December 13
th
, we hosted our first Positive Character Recogni-

tion breakfast.  Students that earned character awards for the months of September and 

October (responsibility and respect) were recognized with a breakfast and presentation of 

an award.  Many thanks to all of the family members that were able to attend.  Your         

attendance, and support, is what made this event a huge success!  We will continue to    

offer this breakfast each quarter for our monthly character winners.  At the next event, we 

will honor our November and December (gratitude and compassion) winners.     

Later this month, we will celebrate the Great Kindness Challenge.  During this week,      

students, parents, teachers, and staff will be asked to complete random acts of kindness.  

More information will be coming home the week of January 15
th
. 

While we are not quite half-way through the school year, it is time to 

start thinking about the middle school transition!  Our fifth grade  

students will be visited by John Rolfe & Elko Middle Schools        

January 11
th
.    More information about this process will be coming 

home later this month.  Soon, classroom teachers will begin working on middle school    

recommendations.  You will be able to view, and discuss, these recommendations in late 

January. 

Career Day at VES will be held Thursday, March 29, 2018, but we are looking for           

volunteers to sign up now.  You may sign up to be a classroom speaker, or part of an      

outdoor station.  There is no job too big or too small, and we welcome         

participants from all areas of the work force!  Look for the sign-up 

sheet to come home the week of January 15
th
.  

I look forward to making 2018 a great year with all of you!  Please feel 

free to contact me at any time.                  

In partnership, 

Mrs. Johnson 



What’s Happening at Varina Elementary Library?  

Students have been reading for the “40 Books Challenge”. Currently, 5
th
 grade has read 607 

books, 4
th
 grade – 380, and 3

rd-
 586. Ask your child what he/she is reading and encourage them to 

join the challenge!  

This month’s library reading raffle is “Warm Up With Books”. Students can read fiction books, then 
complete a raffle ticket to be entered into a weekly drawing for prizes. 

Our 4
th
 grade Book Celebration Team and 5

th
 Reading Festival Team has been selected and they 

are reading awesome books to prepare for fun activities in April. 

Each morning, students will see a “book trailer” on the morning announcements created by our 
amazing students promoting books they’ve enjoyed. What a great way to share the love of reading! 

December was also very busy in the library! We did drawing conclusions, planet research, and    
Internet Safety Centers. Check out the library blog to see the Internet Safety posters they created 
for sharing tips on how to stay safe online and other fun library events. In addition, you’ll find         
research help, book lists, and more learning resources. 

 

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/klslayton 

 

Safety Corner 

At Varina Elementary, we are committed to ensuring the safety of our students and staff. One way 

we accomplish this goal is to have plans in place for emergency situations. One safety procedure 

we have in place is a Reunification Plan.  In the case that students have to be reunited with their 

parents, both on or off-site, it is imperative parents/guardians know the following procedures:  

Parents will hear from HCPS to know where they should report if the reunification zone is        

off-campus. 

There will be a parent waiting and reunification area in order to assist with organization of the 

plan. 

Tables will be set up for students to be signed out. Parents should go to the table labeled with 

the first letter of their child’s last name. Parents will need to provide proper identification in 

order to sign their student(s) out. 

There will be a student release area where students will be escorted to meet their parent/

guardian. 

To read more about the reunification procedures, please visit http://henricoschools.us/pdf/

HealthSafety/CrisisPreparedness.pdf. Thank you so much for your partnership and support in order 

to keep our students and staff members safe!  

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/klslayton
http://henricoschools.us/pdf/HealthSafety/CrisisPreparedness.pdf
http://henricoschools.us/pdf/HealthSafety/CrisisPreparedness.pdf

