
VARINA VOICE 
Monthly Calendar 

April 2-6   Spring Break 

April 10    Varina Ruritan  
 Contest Winners’ Celebration 

April 12  Fundraiser Pick Up  
     2:30 - 7:00 pm 

April 13    End of the 3rd         
    Grading Period    
    3rd Grade Field Trip 
    5th Grade Field Trip       
    PTA Talent Show  

April 16  Early Release Day   
    11:00 am                     
National Librarians Appreciation  
    Day 

April 19  Character Recognition 
     Breakfast 7:20 am  
Fundraiser Party  1:00 pm 

April 20    All A’s Sundae Party    

April 24    PTA Meeting 6:30 pm 

April 23 –27  Book Fair Week 

April 18—22   National      
     Volunteer  Week 

April 25     Family Life     
    (4th & 5th Grades) 
 Administrative Professionals 
    Week 

April 26     All County Chorus 

 

Principal’s Message: 

Happy Spring!  I hope everyone had a wonderful and restful Spring 

Break.  April is a very busy month for our students and staff.  We have 

several big events occurring including our Spring Maps testing for 

reading and math, a PTA meeting to share important information about 

SOL testing for our parents, and Family Life for our 4th and 5th grade 

students .   

Next week our students will participate in NWEA Maps testing for   

reading and math.  These tests are a follow up to the fall administration 

of a similar test.  We use these results to check academic growth for 

each student from the start of the year.  Students have been preparing 

all year, so they do not need to study beforehand, just be prepared to 

do their best.   

On April 24 our monthly PTA meeting will focus on SOL testing.  The 

purpose of the meeting is to share with parents information about what 

students will see on the upcoming SOL tests, how to deal with the 

stress of testing, and answer questions you might have.  Please join us 

as dinner will also be served to all participants.  We hope you can join 

us that night.   

We also have several other important events this month.  During the 

week of April 16 we will be celebrating National Library Week.  During 

the week of April 23 we will have our Spring Book Fair.  Please feel 

free to purchase some great books to read for your child.  Also during 

the week of April 18 we will be honoring our volunteers who have sup-

ported our school throughout the school year.  Finally, I want to thank 

all our families who participated in the Spring fundraiser.  Items pur-

chased in the fundraiser can be picked up on Thursday, April 12 from 

2:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.   

I am so excited for all the fantastic events happening at Varina          

Elementary this month.  As always, thank you for allowing me to work 

with the best students.  I look forward to a great April.    
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Varina Events 

MAPs Testing  

Starting Tuesday, April 17 through Wednesday, April 25 students will participate in the Spring NWEA Maps testing 

for reading and math.  These tests allow us to check academic growth for our students from the Fall to the Spring.  

In October students took the Maps tests in reading and math to see where they started the year academically in 

those subjects.  The data from these assessments were used to determine areas of strength and growth for our 

students.  These assessments will not be used for your child’s report card grades.  Your teacher will send home a 

schedule for testing days.    Since this is a test to assess an individual’s knowledge, it is not necessary for stu-

dents to study before the test.  We ask that students have a good night’s sleep the night before, arrive to school on 

time, and do his or her best.   

 

Safety Corner  - Last month, we practiced another fire drill and our second bus evacuation drill. During bus 

evacuation drills, students exit the bus in an orderly manner from one of the exits and go to a pre-selected spot 

that is a safe distance from the bus. Once the bus driver determines everyone has safely exited the bus, students 

are allowed to board the bus once again. The drill is timed to determine the efficiency, but our main concern is a 

safe evacuation. Our drills continue to ensure students and staff in the building are aware of the procedures in 

case the need should arise.  

 In preparation for next year, we will need a parent volunteer to attend our Varina Safety Committee Meetings. 

This is an opportunity for us to get a parent’s perspective on how we can maintain our success in the area of    

safety and continue to grow. Meetings are once a month starting at 2:30 and generally last about an hour. The day 

will be determined closer to the start of the new school year. Please contact Brooke Thompson,                        

bcthompson@henrico.k12.va.us, if you are interested in volunteering for the Safety Committee. We appreciate 

your consideration and value your input.  

April 16—Early Release Day 

On Monday, April 16 we will have an early release for students at 11:05 a. m.   Please talk with your child about 

how and where he or she will be going home that day.  Also just a reminder that we will be offering a “grab and go” 

bag lunch for any student interested in eating lunch at school.  Students will be given an opportunity to eat their 

lunch at school before being released to go home.   

Varina Ruritan Club Environmental Poster/Essay/Multi-Media Contest Winners 

Congratulations to the following winners of the Varina Ruritan Club Environmental Contest: 

1st – Alani Britton and Michaela Martin 

2nd – Ariyan Brown and Myasia Leonard 

3rd – Kyra Weems and Colbie Hall 

The Ruritan Club honored the winners on Tuesday, April 10.  
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                          Varina Elementary Dress Code 

As the weather is becoming warmer, I want to remind everyone of the school 

dress code.  Please review these guidelines with your child. 

Expectations are that all students follow the dress code while in school. 
 

 All shorts, dresses, and skirts must be fingertip or longer in length, no less 
than 4 inches from the knee. 

 

 All hats and head coverings must be removed upon entering the building.   
 

 No sun glasses, combs, picks, or sweatbands on the head are allowed.  
Shoes should be tied at all times.   

 

 No high heels or flip-flops are allowed in school.  Shoes must be appropriate 
for P.E and recess. 

 

 No halter tops, tube tops, tank tops, spaghetti straps, or exposure of the mid-
riff or undergarments are allowed. 

 

 All pants must be worn at the waistline.  Inappropriate writing or illustrations 
on clothing are not allowed.  

 

 You must wear a t-shirt under any athletic basketball jerseys. 
 

 Students should not wear hats or hoodies covering their heads inside the 
school.   

 

If a student breaks the dress code, he or she will be asked to change in order 
to fit the dress code or sent to the office.  If the student is sent to the  
office, the parents will be called to bring proper clothing.  The student will 
sit in the office until proper clothing is brought.  

 
Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for the complete policy on      

student dress code.  Please feel free to contact the school for any     
questions.   

Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations to 
Mr. Williams, 5th 
grade teacher, for 
being selected by 
his peers as the 
Varina Elemen-
tary Teacher of 
the Year.  He will 
be honored at the 
Teacher of the 
Year Celebration  

       Ceremony in May.   

 

First Year Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations 
to Mr. Jones,    
Physical   Edu-
cation Teacher, 
for being        
selected by his 
peers as the 
First Year 
Teacher of the 
Year winner.  He 
will be honored 
at the Teacher of 
the Year Celebration Ceremony in May.   

 

All-County Chorus   

  

 

 Four students have been selected to 
attend Henrico All County Chorus.  The 
students are Alani  Britton, Cameron 
Brooks, Ethan Bragg, and Synay Lam-
bert.  They will perform with student rep-
resenting all the elementary schools in 
the county at Hermitage High School on 
April 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Congratula-
tions to Alani, Cameron, Ethan, and 
Synay for being selected for this special 
event.   

Christie Award Winner 

Congratulations to Mrs. Reinhart for being selected by her peers as our 

Christie Award representative for Varina Elementary.  The Christie Award 

recognizes a member of Exceptional Education whose contributions to 

Henrico County Public Schools have been exemplary in service of       

children and their families.  Mrs. Reinhart and her family will participate in 

the Christie Award Ceremony in May.   

 

 

 

 

 



Counselor’s Corner 

Happy spring, Superheroes! 

I hope everyone had a wonderful spring break!   

During the month of March, we focused on careers and career exploration!  The month ended with us 

celebrating Career Day.  Many thanks to all of those who volunteered their time with us!!  Career Day 

would not be possible without your help.  We were very lucky to have various presenters who         

represented many different career fields and educational backgrounds.  All presenters spoke on the 

importance of education and life-long learning.  Whether it is college, technical school, or job training, 

we want our students to know the importance education plays in their future success.  It is never too 

early to start developing the skills that will help shape them into successful workers and adults.  Also, 

special thanks to our guest speaker, Mr. Curt Autry from NBC12 news, who featured Varina Elemen-

tary on the 6:00 news!  If you would like a copy of the news report, please feel free to contact me.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leading up to Career Day, I was able to provide career classroom guidance lessons.  In these         

lessons, we not only discussed the importance of academics, but skills such as organization, coopera-

tion, respect, and time management. We also considered the importance of being on time, appropriate 

dress, and how their interests and skills relate to their future careers.  I was able to spend some extra 

time with our 5
th
 grade students.  We were able to complete an interest inventory, explore careers on 

the Virginia Career View, and delve into some career research.   

Looking towards the month of April, we will focus on the character trait—honesty.  Also, with testing 

season fast approaching, let me know if there is anything I can do to support your student in regards 

to test anxiety.  Sometimes, around this time of year, we will see a spike in anxiety.  Please know I am 

here to help! 

As always, I look forward to hearing and working with each of you.  I 

wish you all a wonderful spring season! 

In partnership, 

Mrs. Johnson 
 



 

 

 




