
VARINA VOICE 

Monthly Calendar 

March 2  -  Dr Seuss’ Birthday 

March 4 - 8  - Celebrate     
 “Read Across America” 

March 7 - School Spring Pictures   
  PTA Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

March 8 -  4th Grade Field Trip    
    Hanover Tavern    

March 10 - Daylight Savings Starts 

March 12 - 5th Grade Young   
     Scientists Visit 

March 14  -  4th Grade Field  Trip - 
     Va. Historical Society 

March 18  -  3rd Grade Field Trip  
   Lewis Botanical Gardens 

March 21 -  PTA Meeting - 4th    
    Grade Recorders    
    Concert at Varina   
    Elementary/ Henrico 21 
    Student Fair  

March 22  -  5th Grade Field Trip   
       Tredegar Iron Works          
  Book Celebration 4th Grade 

March 26-27  MAPs Testing 

March 29  -  End of the 3rd Nine  
       Weeks Grading Period 

 

 

Principal’s Message: 

 “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you 

learn, the more places you'll go.”  - Dr. Seuss 

Happy Birthday!, Dr. Seuss.  Above is one of my most favorite quotes 

from the famous author.  During the week of March 4 through March 8 

Varina Elementary will celebrate “Read Across America”.   

Reading is so important for everything we do in our lives.  Did you 

know that reading is the best exercise for your brain and studies have 

shown that it helps prevent Alzheimers.  Reading also reduces stress 

and anxiety levels, as well as build vocabulary (to make you look 

smart!).  Finally, no one will ask you to turn down or turn off a book.  

I would like to recognize several of our teachers for awards.           

Congratulations to Mrs. Connell, one of our 4th grade teachers, for be-

ing nominated for the Varina Elementary representative for the Gilman 

Teacher of the Year and Ms. Patterson, one of our exceptional educa-

tion teachers, for the Varina Elementary representative for the First 

Year Teacher of the Year.  Finally, congratulations to Mrs. Allen, our 

speech therapist, for being nominated for the Christie Award, which 

recognizes excellence in exceptional education.   

March is Music in Our School and Youth Art Month.  We want to thank 

Mrs. Wagner, our fantastic music teacher and Ms. Jackson, our won-

derful art teacher. Our fourth grade students will perform with their re-

corders on March 21.  Ms. Jackson is sending home a fun art      calen-

dar with students, so they can learn more about art in our society.   

March will be an exciting month and we look forward to all the         

wonderful events that involve your child.  Thank you for all your sup-

port in your child’s and the school’s success.   

Sailing On the Sea of Learning!    March 2019 



Varina Events 

Safety Corner:  

 Last month, Varina completed our triennial Comprehensive Safety Audit for Henrico County Public 

Schools. This audit was completed by a team of safety experts including School Safety Coordinators, a 

Henrico County Fire Marshall, and the Henrico County School Resource Officer Supervisor. Varina 

achieved high marks in many areas of the audit and are excited to share the results once they are re-

leased. Thank you to the parent and student volunteers who shared their time, suggestions, and 

knowledge with the safety team during the audit.  

 This month we will continue with our consistent implementation of safety drills with a fire drill, bus 

evacuation drill, and tornado drill. Students will be reminded of what procedures to follow during these 

drills in order to be prepared if an emergency situation were to arise. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to reach out to me via e-mail, bcthompson@henrico.k12.va.us, or by phone, 804-795-7010. 

Thank you for always supporting Varina Elementary and our dedication to ensuring our school is a safe 

environment for all students to learn.  

Henrico County School Climate Survey 

Henrico County Public Schools (HCPS) Strategic Plan has four overarching cornerstones for improve-
ment: Safety and Wellness, Academic Growth, Equity and Opportunity, and Relationships.  One way we 
will measure progress in these areas is through annual student (grades 5-12), family, and staff Climate 
Surveys.  These surveys will collect input on a broad range of topics related to the Strategic Plan, such 
as student-parent-staff relationships, equity and inclusiveness, and student engagement. 

We are working with the Metropolitan Educational Research Consortium (MERC; https://
merc.soe.vcu.edu/ ) in the School of Education at Virginia Commonwealth University to conduct the sur-
veys.  This year, the surveys will be conducted from March 11 – 29, 2019.  Directions and information will 

be sent out to families on March 11.   

Children’s Author Visit— The Verlanders 

Students had an amazing visit from authors Kathy and    
Richard Verlander on March 4. You may recognize the last 
name.  Their son, Justin Verlander, is a professional All-Star 
baseball pitcher and World Series winner for the Houston  
Astros, as well as a Richmond native.  Mr. Verlander was 
raised in the Varina area. They shared the book The Shelter 
Gang and Their Secret Adventure based on their own pets 
and emphasized teamwork in achieving success. Students 
loved seeing pictures of the “real” dogs that were the         
inspiration for the book. What a great day! 

Varina Ruritan Club Environmental Poster/Essay/Multi-Media 

The Varina Ruritan environmental essay/multimedia/poster contest deadline has been extended to 
March 11

th
.  Students must have a completed entry form with their project.   

 

“Go Nuts for Reading!” - Students can win a FREE ticket to a Flying Squirrels baseball game by read-
ing 8 books and completing the bookmark.  Bookmarks need to be turned in by March 20

th
. 

mailto:bcthompson@henrico.k12.va.us
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Read Across America 

We will be celebrating “Read Across America” in honor of Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday and the many contributions he made to children’s 

literature. We start the week with a visit from authors Richard 

and Kathy Verlander on March 4. The fun continues during the 

week with spirit days. Join us for all reading festivities!  

March 1 – Friday: Dress as your favorite Dr. Seuss character 

March 4 - Monday: “Red and White Day” – Wear red and white in hon-

or of “The Cat in the Hat”. 

March 5 - Tuesday: “Thing 1 and Thing 2 Day” – Dress alike with a 

friend today. 

March 6 - Wednesday: “Oh the Places You’ll Go” – Wear a shirt show-

ing a place you’ve visited. 

March 7 - Thursday: “Read with a Friend” – Bring a favorite stuffed 

animal or just find a friend to read with today. 

March 8 - Friday: “Reading Rock Stars”-You are reading rock stars! 

Dress up as your favorite singer, musician, or rock star. 

  Music In Our Schools and 

Youth Art Month 

During the month of March we cele-
brate Music in Our Schools and 
Youth Art.  We are very lucky to 
have two wonderful teachers, Mrs. 
Wagner our Music teacher, and Ms. 
Jackson, our Art teacher.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Wagner has been teaching for 
19 years.  Her favorite composer is 
Peter Tchaikovsky and favorite in-
strument is the trombone.  She has 
played professionally  since seventh 
grade and in front of Al Gore, Rosa-
Parks, and Woody Harrelson.  
Some of her favorite artists are 
Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald,    
Michael Jackson, Pink and Journey. 

 

This is Ms. Jackson’s second year 
with us.  She has several year’s ex-
perience teaching art in elementary 
school prior to joining the      Varina 
family.  Her goal is to teach all stu-
dents the appreciation of art.  Her 
favorite artist is Brian Duey.   

We are very lucky to have both Mrs. 
Wagner and Ms. Jackson as part of 
our team and teaching your child. 
Please take a moment to thank 
them for what they have done here 
at Varina Elementary.   

Gilman Teacher of the Year And First Year Teacher of the Year 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Connell for be-

ing selected as our Gilman Teacher of 

the Year Award winner for Varina              

Elementary.   

 

Congratulations to Ms. Patterson for   

being selected as our First Year Teacher 

of the Year Award winner for Varina      

Elementary.  

 

 

 

 

Finally, congratulations to Mrs. Allen for being se-

lected as the Varina Elementary representative for 

the Christie Award.   



Counselor’s Corner 

Hello Hawks! 
 

    I would like to first thank all of the wonderful parents who volunteered for our Career Day. This day 
was super successful and we could not have done it without you! This is one of my favorite events to 
plan, but can also be the most stressful. Because of you all, the day ran smoothly and students really 
enjoyed all of the presentations. 
 
 
This month in Classroom Guidance Lessons: 

 

This month we are talking about curiosity! Curiosity is a 
strong desire to learn or know something.    Curious      
students are always asking ‘Why?’ and are always hungry 
for information. Here at Varina, we do our best to foster 
curiosity in students. Curiosity is important because it 
leads to inventions and innovation. As Allyn & Ernest put 
it in Every Child Is a Super Reader, 

 
 

“The lack of questions in classrooms is a direct consequence of children’s disengage-
ment from reading, writing, and a love of learning. Without this critical engagement, we deprive 
children of their most powerful tool for achievement: their own insatiable appetites for 
knowledge.” 

 

This month during classroom guidance lessons,       
students will explore their curiosity about different          
careers. Students will get on Virginia Career View to ex-
plore different careers and career clusters. Students will 
be able to put in interests and explore careers that relate 
to their interests. This website is something you can ex-
plore with your child at home. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ways to foster curiosity at home: 
 

    Use smartphone or computer to look up unfamiliar words. 
 

    Keep a wall of wonderings (students can post questions they have about the world.) When time 
permits, you and your student can choose a question to research together. 

 

   Allow time for children to have uninterrupted time for exploration. 
 



 

 

 




